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Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?’
‘Haven’t you read,’ he replied, ‘that at the beginning the Creator “made them male and female,” 5 and said, “For this
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh”? 6 So they are
no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.’
7 ‘Why then,’ they asked, ‘did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?’
8 Jesus replied, ‘Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the
beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits
adultery.’
10 The disciples said to him, ‘If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry.’
11 Jesus replied, ‘Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12 For there are eunuchs
who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others – and there are those who choose
to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.’
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So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

Genesis 1

The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.’

Genesis 2

Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.
The man said,
‘This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called “woman”,
for she was taken out of man.’
Genesis 2
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I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.’
The disciples said to him, ‘If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry.’
11 Jesus replied, ‘Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12 For there are eunuchs
who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others – and there are those who choose
to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.’
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Jesus replied, ‘Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the
beginning.
Matthew 19
8
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Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her

Ephesians 5

I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs – how he can please
the Lord. 33 But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world – how he can please his wife – 34 and his interests
are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord’s affairs: her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in
both body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the affairs of this world – how she can please her
husband. 35 I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion
to the Lord.
1 Corinthians 7
32

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. There is increasing pressure on Christians to change their position on homosexuality. Our objection to it is
dismissed as outdated, uninformed and hateful. What is our basis for insisting that it is sin?

2. Marriage and sex are temporal, and not the most crucial things in life. What should be the ultimate purpose
of our lives, whether we are single or married? In what ways do you need to realign your life with that end
goal?

3. Christianity has radically changed the idea of marriage and singleness forever. How can single people or
same-sex attracted people find strength to live celibate lives of purity and satisfaction?
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