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Drink water from your own cistern,
running water from your own well.
16 Should your springs overflow in the streets,
your streams of water in the public squares?
17 Let them be yours alone,
never to be shared with strangers.
18 May your fountain be blessed,
and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth.
19 A loving doe, a graceful deer –
may her breasts satisfy you always,
may you ever be intoxicated with her love.
20 Why, my son, be intoxicated with another man’s wife?
Why embrace the bosom of a wayward woman?
21 For your ways are in full view of the Lord,
and he examines all your paths.
22 The evil deeds of the wicked ensnare them;
the cords of their sins hold them fast.
23 For lack of discipline they will die,
led astray by their own great folly.
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Let them be yours alone,
never to be shared with strangers.
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Proverbs 5

Another thing you do: you flood the Lord’s altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer looks with favour on
your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. 14 You ask, ‘Why?’ It is because the Lord is the witness
between you and the wife of your youth. You have been unfaithful to her, though she is your partner, the wife of your
marriage covenant.
Malachi 2
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May your fountain be blessed,
and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth.
19 A loving doe, a graceful deer –
may her breasts satisfy you always,
may you ever be intoxicated with her love.
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Why, my son, be intoxicated with another man’s wife?
Why embrace the bosom of a wayward woman?
21 For your ways are in full view of the Lord,
and he examines all your paths.
22 The evil deeds of the wicked ensnare them;
the cords of their sins hold them fast.
23 For lack of discipline they will die,
led astray by their own great folly.
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Proverbs 5

Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral
nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified,
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
1 Corinthians 6
9

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How is a marriage covenant different from a contract? How does this compare with your own personal
understanding of marriage?

2. What is the fundamental reason for keeping sex within marriage?

3. Why are the usual reasons for avoiding extramarital sex inadequate? What provides the right motivation
for sexual purity?
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